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ceramic process made him 
eventually rethink his busi-
ness model.

“I started thinking that if 
I put my artwork on paper, 
I could make a better prof-
it,” says Fletcher. “When 
I realized this, I started 
doing some illustrations 
and found out that it was 
lucrative. I started selling 
more paintings at shows 
than pottery.”

The paintings start when 
Fletcher draws detailed 
observations of plants and 
animals directly from life. 
Then he re-creates these 
experiences with nature 
onto whimsical paintings, 
as well as stoneware plat-
ters and vessels, sculptures 
and poems. His artwork is 
currently on display at the 
Artport Gallery.

“About half of my works 
in this exhibit include 
my original poetry,” he 
explains. “I try to use as 
many avenues as possible 
to get my message across. 
I have seen how people 
spend more time with the 
visual art if there is also 
something to read.” 

“The Artport is a great 
venue for me to have a 
show, because we built our 
house with an easement to 
the Apalachicola National 
Forest just north and west 
of the Tallahassee Region-
al Airport,” he adds. “My 
studio window looks out 

to the forest where I walk 
and sketch so much. I com-
posed many of the poems 
in this show right there.”

Fletcher hopes his art 
will capture the spirit of 
nature, encouraging people 
to see and support the won-
der of these plants and ani-
mals and their real habitats

“The world is at risk, 
and art can inspire peo-
ple to fall in love with the 
world again and experience 
things first hand, which 
leads them to protect natu-
ral resources,” he says. “I 
want to convey the spirit 
of joy and renewal from 
nature and from art.” 

For more information, 
about Mark Fletcher or 
his Turtle Hill Studio, 
visit www.markfletcher.
embarqspace.com.
— Amanda Karioth Thompson 

contributed to this story.

Fletcher Commissioner isn’t afraid to dance
A few artful questions 

from COCA for Alan 
Brock, chairman, Wakul-
la County Commission.

 Q: Can you play a 
musical instrument? 

A: When I was child I 
took piano lessons, but I 
didn’t practice enough, 
so I no longer have that 
skill.

Q: Do you own any 
original art?

A: I am a fan of graph-
ic art posters and have 
a few limited edition 
prints.

Q: What was the first 
concert you ever attend-
ed? 

A: I grew up attending 
church concerts and can-
tatas. I don’t remember 
the first commercial con-
cert I ever attended, but 
the best concert I ever 
saw, surprisingly, was 
Moby. Moby is mainly a 
DJ but his “Play” concert 
had the music and sing-
ing performed live, and 
it was phenomenal.

Q: What book is on 
your nightstand right 
now? 

A: I just finished read-
ing “Game Change: 
Obama and the Clintons, 
McCain and Palin, and 
the Race of a Lifetime,” 
by John Heilemann and 
Mark Halperin. I have 

started reading “What 
is the What,” by Dave 
Eggers, which is a novel 
about the life of Valenti-
no Achak Deng. 

Q: When was the last 
time you danced?  

A: Yesterday I was 
dancing listening to old 
music while baby-sitting 
my nephew. I find my 
goofy dance style to be 
appreciated the most by 
the young and young at 
heart.

Q: What was the last 
live performance you 
saw? 

A: I attended the 
Wakulla High School 
“Night of One-Act Plays” 
last month. They were 

great.
Q: What movie has 

most affected you?
A: This is actually the 

hardest question for me. 
I don’t often dwell on 
movies. I’d say “Grave 
of the Fireflies,” a Japa-
nese anime film from the 
late ’80s. It tells the sto-
ry of two kids orphaned 
during World War II in 
Japan. It was one of the 
first movies that made 

me think about the world 
from a completely differ-
ent perspective. 

Q: What was the last 
thing you made by hand?

A: A Christmas card 
for one of my friends.

Q: When was the last 
time you were on a 
stage? 

A: I haven’t performed 
since I was in college, 
but as a county commis-
sioner I have the oppor-
tunity to speak to crowds 
fairly often. I’m told by 
many constituents that 
our meetings are very 
entertaining.

Q: What artistic talent 
do you wish you had?  

A: I wish I was a sing-
er. 

— Visit COCA’s websites at 
www.cocanet.org and www.

morethanyouthought.com. 
Send suggestions for artist 
profiles, news items, story 
ideas or fun facts to COCA 

at cultural@cocanet.org. 


