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Stringed instruments, George Bernard Shaw 
dramas hold appeal for Sandy D’Alemberte

A few artful questions 
from COCA for Sandy 
D’Alemberte, President 
Emeritus of Florida State 
University. 

Q: Can you play a musi-
cal instrument? 

A: I can no longer play 
a trombone but I played in 
the Chattahoochee High 
School Band, like most 
of my classmates. In that 
small high school, most of 
us also played sports.

Q: Do you own any origi-
nal art?

A: My wife, Patsy Palm-
er (who is responsible for 
so much of our cultural 
life), has collected some 
wonderful pieces of out-
sider art from all over the 
country, but largely in the 
South.

Q: What was the first 
concert you ever attend-
ed? 

A: I am not positive. 
Probably a band concert 
in Tallahassee, but per-
haps an orchestra concert 
in Boston during World 
War II.

Q; What book is on your 
nightstand right now? 

A: “Make No Law: The 
Sullivan Case and the 
First Amendment,” by 
Anthony Lewis.

Q: When was the last 
time you danced?  

A: The last time I 
remember was in 1990 in 
the Kremlin. The occasion 
was the concluding dinner 
of a very successful con-
ference of Soviet and U.S. 
lawyers and judges.

Q: What was the last live 
performance you saw? 

A: I believe it was 
Shaw’s “Heartbreak 
House,” but it was definite-
ly one of the Shaw plays 
at the Niagara Festival in 
Canada.

Q: What movie has most 
affected you?

A: Probably “Inherit the 
Wind,” for its reminder of 
how ignorance can bring 
even decent people to do 
evil things.  

Q: When was the last 
time you were on a stage? 

A: Apart from speech-
es, it would go back to my 
time as (university) presi-
dent and a short appear-
ance in an opera cast.

Q: What artistic talent 
do you wish you had?  

A: Many, but at the top 
would be the talent to play 
stringed instruments, with 
violin and banjo compet-
ing for first place.

— Visit COCA’s websites at 
www.cocanet.org and www.

morethanyouthought.com. 
Send suggestions for artist 
profiles, news items, story 

ideas or fun facts to COCA at 
cultural@cocanet.org. 

Broadway’s ‘Spider-Man’ 
musical earns new record

NEW YORK — Look 
who’s sporting a big 
smile behind his mask on 
Broadway — none other 
than the once-mocked 
Spider-Man.

The Broadway League 
reported last week that 
“Spider-Man: Turn Off 
the Dark” took in a whop-
ping $2,941,790 over nine 
performances in the pre-
vious week, which is the 
highest single-week gross 
of any show in Broadway 
history.

The musical shat-
tered the old record held 
by “Wicked,” which last 
January recorded the 
then-highest one-week 
take on Broadway with a 
$2,228,235 haul, though 
over an eight-show week.

“We knew the possibil-
ity,” said Michael Cohl, 
one of the lead producers 
of “Spider-Man” along 
with Jeremiah “Jere” 
Harris. “I don’t think that 
Jere or I really thought 
we’d ever get there, but 
we’re ecstatic that we 
did.”

While the eight-versus-
nine show disparity gives 
“Spider-Man: Turn Off 
the Dark” something of 
an asterisk, the Spider-
Man producers point-
ed out that head-to-head 
with “Wicked” over nine 

shows each, their musical 
handily won. “Wicked” 
took in $2,712,535 that 
week.

Both shows’ haul 
reflect the use of pre-
mium seating, in which 
producers charge higher 
prices for certain days 
and certain seats.


