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He’s the king: Talent show led 
to long career for Elvis singer

In the early 1990s, 
Panama City Beach per-
former Todd Allen lis-
tened to a recording 
of Elvis Presley sing-
ing live in Las Vegas. 
Though he didn’t know 
it at the time, it was the 
beginning of an entirely 
new career for him.

“I never grew up as 
an Elvis fan. I mean 
I enjoyed him, but it 
wasn’t my kind of music 
— it was my parents’ 
music,” he remembers. 
“But listening to the live 
recording, I was com-
pletely blown away. It 
didn’t sound like it did 
on the radio. The songs 
were a lot faster, a lot 
livelier, and there was 

a drive to him, and I 
thought, ‘Man, he really 
WAS rock.’ ”

At the time, Allen was 
working as a journeyman 
tool and die maker in his 
native Indiana, and he 
started singing Elvis and 
Johnny Cash music to 
himself around the shop. 
One day his co-workers 
told him that they had 
entered him in a local 

talent contest.
“It was kind of a joke, 

I think, and I said ‘No 
way,’ ” laughs Allen. “I’d 
never sung in front of 
anyone. In fact, when 
I was in sixth grade in 
Catholic school, one of 
the nuns cut me out of 
the Christmas pageant 
because she said I sang 
flat.”

But Allen sang two 
Elvis songs in the contest 
and wound up winning.

“It was a complete 
fluke, but there was a 
gentleman in the audi-
ence who was putting 
together a Valentine’s 
Day banquet, and (he) 
asked me to perform,” 
says Allen. “At the time I 
was all pumped up from 
winning the contest, so I 
said sure. I went out and 
got some karaoke music 
and did the banquet.”

One gig led to another, 
until in 1997 Allen was 
invited to participate in 
a regional Elvis compe-
tition in Springfield, Ill. 
He came in second, a 
placement that got him 
an invitation to the World 
Championship “Images 
of the King” competition 
in Memphis.

“What I didn’t realize 
was that it was the 20th 
anniversary of Elvis’ 
death, and there were 
hundreds of Elvises from 
around the world there, 
even a Japanese Elvis,” 
he says. “I never expect-
ed to do well, but I fin-
ished fourth, and ended 
up in People magazine.” 

Shortly after, Allen 
began traveling with the 
Dick Clark & the Amer-
ican Bandstand tour, 
taking his performing 
career seriously for the 
first time. 

“At that time I still 
didn’t really have a 
band — I did most per-

Doctor is handy with a guitar
A few artful ques-

tions from COCA for Dr. 
Tom Haney, Tallahassee 
Orthopedic Clinic.

 Q: Can you play a musi-
cal instrument? 

A: I still play the guitar 
occasionally.

Q: Do you own any orig-
inal art?

A: We have a LeRoy 
Neiman that we got in 
an art gallery in New 
Orleans.

Q: What was the first 
concert you ever attend-
ed? 

A: The Kingston Trio.
Q: What book is on your 

nightstand right now? 
A: “Outliers: The Story 

of Success,” by Malcolm 
Gladwell.

Q: When was the last 
time you danced?  

A: One year ago on New 
Year’s Eve.

Q: What was the last 
live performance you 
saw? 

A: Alison Krauss.
Q: What movie has 

most affected you?
A: “The Diary of Anne 

Frank.” It showed the 

degree of inhumanity that 
some misguided people 
are capable of enacting.

Q: What was the last 
thing you made by hand?

A: A model of a man.
Q: When was the last 

time you were on a stage? 
A: About 14 months ago 

at an FSU function.
Q: What artistic talent 

do you wish you had?  
A: I would like to paint 

with oils and learn the art 
of sculpture.

— Visit COCA’s websites at 
www.cocanet.org and www.

morethanyouthought.com. 
Send suggestions for artist 
profiles, news items, story 

ideas or fun facts to COCA at 
cultural@cocanet.org. 


