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Robert Stuart relishes ability to meld 
teaching and theater at Young Actors

Robert Stuart, artistic 
director at Young Actors 
Theatre, is a Tallahassean 
born and bred, but for the 
two years when he was 
in first and second grade, 
his family lived in Pisco, 
a small fishing village in 
Peru, while his father, a 
meteorology professor 
at FSU, participated in a 
field study.

“We had no TV or mov-
ies or anything, so we had 
to be creative in our play, 
just let our imaginations 
run wild,” remembers Stu-
art. “Thinking back, that’s 
where I probably got the 
theatrical spark.” 

His mother was an ama-
teur singer, and his uncle 
a professional opera sing-
er. Both parents supported 
his creativity. 

“I grew up on the stan-
dards, the ‘Great Amer-
ican Songbook,’ ” he 
says. “My parents really 
encouraged us to listen to 
that type of music, and to 

watch musicals, so that’s 
how I got interested in 
musical theater.”

Stuart attended YAT 
while in middle school, 
prior to getting involved 
in plays and musicals at 
Lincoln High School. He 
went on to become an Eng-
lish major at FSU, with a 
minor in education. 

“I think I’ve always 
been a natural teacher,” 
says Stuart. “My dad was 
a teacher, and five of his 
siblings were teachers, so 
I guess it’s in my blood. 
But it’s also something I 
always enjoyed.”

During Stuart’s fresh-
man year at FSU, Byron 
Smith, the choral direc-
tor at Lincoln High, asked 
him to help with student 
productions. He and Val-
erie Smith (a fellow Lin-
coln alumnus who is now 
the administrative direc-
tor at YAT) became the 
assistant directors at the 
school, and after gradua-
tion in 1992, Stuart began 
teaching at Lincoln full 
time.

“We had a huge theater 
department (at Lincoln) 

with a lot of students who 
also went to YAT,” remem-
bers Stuart. “We did three 
or four shows every year, 
and by the end of my first 
year, I was teaching dra-
ma full time. By the time I 
left in 1999, I had 275 kids 
in the theater program 
and Lincoln had two full-
time drama teachers.”

In 1995, one of his stu-

Wakulla commissioner 
dances when whim strikes

 A few artful questions 
from COCA for Wakul-
la County Commissioner 
Randy Merritt.

Q: Do you own any 
original art?

A: Yes, some that my 
daughters painted, if that 
counts.

Q: What was the first 
concert you ever attend-
ed? 

A: I think 
it was Aero-
smith at the 
Civic Center 
in the ’80s.

Q: What 
book is on 
your night-
stand right 
now? 

A: “How to Tune Per-
formance Fuel-Injected 
Vehicles.”

Q: When was the last 
time you danced?  

A: A couple of weeks 
ago, when some friends 
were over. We were just 
out in the garage listing 
to Pandora — it was very 
impromptu.

Q: What was the last 

live performance you 
saw? 

A: My stepdaughter’s 
eighth-grade school play, 
“Guys and Dolls.”  

Q: What movie has 
most affected you?

A: “Star Wars,” I 
guess. I loved it as a kid.

Q: What was the last 
thing you made by hand?

A: A bracket for the 
MSD box on my truck.

Q: When was the last 
time you were on a 
stage? 

A: A political rally in 
2010.

Q: What artistic talent 
do you wish you had?  

A: I wish I could play 
the banjo.

— Visit COCA’s websites at 
www.cocanet.org and www.

morethanyouthought.com. 
Send suggestions for artist 
profiles, news items, story 
ideas or fun facts to COCA 

at cultural@cocanet.org. 

Merritt


